
 
 
 
 
 

 

PRESS RELEASE  

 

Aura System wins the 2025 edition 

of the PKB AddVenture Academy 
 

Born from the collaboration between PKB Private Bank and Match 

Strategies, the initiative, now in its third edition, aims to support 

the growth of high-potential start-ups and contribute to the 

development of the innovation ecosystem in Ticino. 

 

Lugano, September 18, 2025 

 

Yesterday evening the closing event of the third edition of the PKB 

AddVenture Academy took place in the splendid setting of the 

LAC in Lugano. This private initiative, launched by PKB Private 

Bank in collaboration with the Swiss innovation boutique Match 

Strategies, aims to support the growth of high-potential start-ups 

with ties to Switzerland and Ticino. 

 

During the event, the winning start-up of the 2025 edition was 

announced: Aura System, specialized in the design and 

development of sustainable air purification systems aimed at 

improving environments and enhancing quality of life. Their 

breathing green walls are powered by the patented Aura Mix 

substrate, which strengthens the combination of nature and 

science. 

Team-Fence and Enhance-d ranked second and third, 

respectively. Aura System was awarded a voucher to participate 

in a specialized trade fair with a dedicated booth. In addition, all 

companies received an amount in LVGA, the payment token of the 

City of Lugano, a prize designed to strengthen the link with the 

local ecosystem. 

The three start-ups participated in an eight-month support 

program, during which they received targeted assistance on key 

https://aurasystem.it/
https://www.teamfence.io/
file:///C:/Users/local_FRISOL01/INetCache/Content.Outlook/VIW74050/Enhance-d


 
 
 
 
 

 

aspects of their growth: from defining growth strategies to 

operational management, fundraising, marketing, and enhancing 

human capital. Each participant benefited from 100 hours of 

personalized strategic and operational consulting, provided by the 

Match Strategies team. To foster valuable exchange with local 

business, the program included visits to well established 

companies in the region: Rapelli, Plastifil and xFarm. 

 

The evening brought together numerous key players from Ticino’s 

economic landscape. Among the guests was the Mayor of 

Lugano, Michele Foletti, who conveyed the City’s greetings and 

emphasized the importance of fostering a dynamic network 

capable of attracting talents that create value for the entire 

innovation ecosystem. 

 

Enriching the event was a distinguished panel with Emanuele 

Preve, CFO of Riso Gallo, and Luca Rancilio, CEO of Rancilio Cube 

SICAF, moderated by Alessandro Trabaldo Togna, Managing 

Partner and CFO of Belvoir Capital, external asset manager and 

multi-family office that is part of PKB Group. The speakers shared 

concrete insights on the relationship between innovation, start-

ups and investments, with a focus on the role of family businesses 

in venture capital. 

 

Through the AddVenture Academy, PKB reaffirms its commitment 

to fostering the development of a dynamic and innovative 

entrepreneurial ecosystem in Ticino and in Switzerland more 

broadly. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.rapelli.ch/it
https://plastifil.ch/it/
https://xfarm.ag/en


 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Per le richieste dei media si prega di contattare: 

Simona Frisoli – Communications 

simona.frisoli@pkb.ch 
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T +41 91 913 35 35 

T +41 91 913 31 88  
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PKB Private Bank SA 

 

Family-owned for generations, PKB Private Bank SA is the parent 

company of an international Swiss banking group specialized in private 

banking and wealth management solutions. The bank operates from 

three Swiss locations, including Zurich, Lugano (headquarters) and 

Geneva. PKB Group – which includes Cassa Lombarda, a private banking 

boutique in Italy (established in 1923) – manages assets of about CHF 

13,5 billion as of 31.12.2024. PKB has one of the best capital ratios in 

Switzerland (Core Tier 1 over 35.5% at the bank level). 
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