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The museum turns 30!

In 2015, the Musée de l’Elysée is celebrating its 30th anniversary! 
30 years of photographic events, exchanges and discoveries 
thanks to our committed staff and loyal visitors. 

Over these past thirty years, photography has not only achieved the 
artistic recognition it had been lacking, but has also succeeded in 
imposing its unique qualities. Since 1985, the Musée de l’Elysée 
has helped to give it local roots, contributed to its international 
renown, made sure it remained accessible to new audiences, 
supported young artists, participated in research, created new 
exhibition forms and launched ambitious digital projects. The 
medium has undergone a dazzling evolution and has never 
stopped reinventing itself – just like the Musée de l’Elysée itself.

In 2015, the Musée de l’Elysée is celebrating images in many 
different ways: through original exhibitions that present the 
work of a renowned photographer and of the new generation of 
international artists, or showing treasures from the museum’s 
collections; through large events such as the Nuit des images, 
which will be the highlight of this year of celebration, giving visitors 
a chance to see the museum’s “coup de cœur” and the winner of 
the Prix Elysée; and also through new kinds of exhibition openings, 
colorful closing events and fascinating guided tours.

In 2015, the Musée de l’Elysée is also looking towards the future, 
with a new director who will be bringing a new dynamic to the 
institution, as well as the first collective exhibition by the three 
museums affiliated to the Pôle muséal, which second phase gets 
underway this year.

With a whole new website soon to be launched and a dynamic web 
and social media presence, the museum is tirelessly reinventing 
itself. The Musée de l’Elysée is more than a photography museum, 
it’s a point of view.
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Musée de l’Elysée © Reto Duriet / Archives collections viewing © Catherine Leutenegger / Nuit des images © Yann Marchesi and 
© Reto Duriet / Charles-Henri Favrod and his friends, opening of the first exhibition at the museum, 1985 © Candid Lang, Archives Musée de l’Elysée / © 
Yves Tanguy, Collection of Musée de l’Elysée, Lausanne 2011, ProLitteris, Zurich / René Burri © Archives Musée de l’Elysée
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Cover: William Eggleston, From Los Alamos, folio 1 [Supermarket boy with carts], Memphis, 1965 © William Eggleston, 
Courtesy Wilson Centre for Photography
William Eggleston, From Los Alamos, folio 5, Memphis, ca 1971-1974 © William Eggleston, Courtesy Wilson Centre for Photography

William Eggleston, From Black and White to Color
From January 30 to May 3, 2015

“I had to face the fact that what I had to do was go out into foreign 
landscapes. What was new back then were shopping centers, and 
I took pictures of them.” William Eggleston

At the end of the 1950s, Eggleston began to take photographs 
near his home in the South of the United States using black-and-
white 35 mm film. Fascinated by the work of Henri Cartier-Bresson, 
Eggleston declared at the time: “I couldn’t imagine doing anything 
more than making a perfect fake Cartier-Bresson.” Eventually 
Eggleston developed his own style which later shaped his seminal 
work in color—an original vision of the American everyday life with 
its icons of banality: supermarkets, bars, gas stations, automobiles 
and ghostly figures lost in space. Exhibited at MoMA in 1976, 
Eggleston’s work in color marked a turning point in the history of 
photography. 

The exhibition gathers about one hundred prints in black-and-
white and color, borrowed from various collections and from the 
artist’s archives. It shows the evolution, the breaks and above 
all the radicalism that gradually appeared in the photographer’s 
work when he took up color photography in the late 1960s. We 
sometimes find the same obsessions, or recurring themes, such 
as ceilings, food, waiting, as well as skewed and unconventional 
framing which he already used in his earliest works.

It is the first exhibition of William Eggleston’s work at the Musée 
de l’Elysée, coproduced with the Fondation Henri Cartier-Bresson, 
Paris. An eponymous catalogue, available in French and English, is 
being published for the occasion by Steidl.

Curators
Agnès Sire, Fondation Henri Cartier-Bresson
Daniel Girardin assisted by Lydia Dorner, Musée de l’Elysée 

A coproduction between the Musée de l’Elysée and the Fondation 
Henri Cartier-Bresson, the exhibition William Eggleston, From 
Black and White to Color has been made possible thanks to 
the Eggleston Artistic Trust, Memphis, the Wilson Centre for 
Photography, London, the Gagosian Gallery, Paris and the Rose
Gallery, Santa Monica. It receives support from PKB Privatbank.
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Books of the Schifferli Collection © Yannick Luthy et Cloé Giotto

Photobooks.Elysée
From January 30 to May 3, 2015

In 2014, the Musée de l’Elysée received a sizeable collection of 
photography books assembled by Christoph Schifferli. Over 5,000 
books, most of them rare or unique, were added to the museum 
library’s 12,000 books.

Over the past twelve years, following various exhibitions and 
publications, especially those by Martin Parr, photography books 
have become collection objects and research subjects. Aesthetic 
and graphic objects, they bring together images, typography and 
text. Among the best sources of the history of photography, they 
make it possible to follow an artist’s personal development, to 
understand a period of history as well as to apprehend the genres 
and themes that make up this medium’s complexity and
significance.

The exhibition Photobooks.Elysée showcases works published 
by William Eggleston, who was himself very influenced by certain 
books. It is also an opportunity to present the vast ongoing project 
to digitize the museum’s library which is being undertaken in 
collaboration with EPFL’s Digital Humanities Laboratory. Thus, 
books as historical objects appear alongside digital publications, 
linking the importance of their conservation with the
necessity of their dissemination.

Curators
Daniel Girardin assisted by Daniel Maury, Musée de l’Elysée

The exhibition Photobooks.Elysée is related to the Musée de 
l’Elysée’s program initiated in 2014 for the enrichment and 
digitization of its library. It is supported by the Jan Michalski 
Foundation, the Fondation Le Cèdre and the Fondation 
Coromandel, and is being conducted in collaboration with EPFL.
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Prix Elysée, the Nominees’ Exhibition 
With the support of Parmigiani Fleurier

With Anoush Abrar, Mari Bastashevski, Philippe Chancel, 
Annabel Elgar, Agnès Geoffray, Martin Kollar, Marco Poloni, 
Kourtney Roy
From January 30 to May 3, 2015

The Prix Elysée is a prize that supports production in the field of 
photography. It is the result of a partnership between the Musée de 
l’Elysée and Parmigiani Fleurier, offering financial aid and museum 
support to eight artists who are passionate about photography 
and books. They were selected by the museum among over 400 
applications received from around the world.

Prix Elysée, the Nominees’ Book
At this stage of the Prix Elysée, a financial contribution has given 
the nominees the time and the means to come up with new 
projects, which are presented in a book. Texts by Caroline Stevan, 
a photography specialist and journalist for the daily newspaper Le 
Temps, allow us to get better acquainted with the nominees, who
were given free rein to present their project as they wished.

Prix Elysée, the Nominees’ Exhibition
These ongoing projects are also being shown in a group exhibition. 
They reflect the institution’s interest in the subjects and practices 
of contemporary photography. The exhibition is a chance to share 
these works with visitors, while offering the nominees an extra step 
forward in the development of their careers.

Curator
Anne Lacoste with Pascal Hufschmid, Emilie Delcambre and 
Cecilia Suarez, Musée de l’Elysée

www.prixelysee.ch

On the occasion of the Prix Elysée, the Nominees’ Exhibition, the 
Musée de l’Elysée wishes to thank Parmigiani Fleurier, its exclusive 
watchmaking partner, for making the Prix Elysée possible.

Prix Elysée, the Nominees’ Book
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Beyond the exhibitions

•	 Events

Panel discussion on Landmark: The Fields of Landscape 
Photography
Wednesday, March 4, 6:30pm. Salle Lumière.
Following the recently released and critically acclaimed publication 
Landmark: The Fields of Landscape Photography, an open 
panel discussion of trends in landscape photography in the 21st  

century with international photographers and curators will be held. 
Mediated by William Ewing, author of the publication and Director
of Curatorial Projects at Thames and Hudson.
Online registration www.elysee.ch 

Conference Photography Books and Copyright
Thursday, April 30, 6:30pm. Salle Lumière.
In August 2014, the museum acquired the Schifferli collection of 
photography books. Within the framework of the current exhibition 
dedicated to the collection, Daniel Girardin, the Chief Curator
in charge of the photography book digitization project at the 
museum, mediates a conversation with specialised lawyers 
and legal experts on relative copyright issues. In the digital era, 
this event is an opportunity to shed light on this project and the 
numerous legal questions involved.
Online registration www.elysee.ch

•	 Cultural program

Lunchtime Guided Tours
Wednesdays, February 11, March 11, April 15, 12:30pm
Spend your lunch break at the museum enjoying a guided tour of 
our exhibitions with a museum guide. Included in the admission 
fee. Registration not required.

Family Program
Sundays, February 1, March 1, April 5, May 3, 4pm
The first Sunday of the month, discover the exhibitions through 
playful, educational activities for families. Share and exchange 
ideas in a convivial atmosphere. Activity designed for children age
6 to 12 accompanied by an adult. Children, free of charge. Adults, 
included in the admission fee. Registration not required.

** NEW ** 
“Déclic” Workshops, children age 6 to 12, PâKOMUZé
From April 14-17, 2-5pm, CHF 20.–
A fun three-hour workshop focused on discovering and 
understanding the photographic image is proposed each day of the 
week. Online registration.

“Little Explorers”, children 7 and up
Daily during the museum’s opening hours.
Using the discovery booklet available at the museum’s front desk, 
both young and old go on an adventure, solving puzzles and 
riddles, hiding in our exhibition. Free. No registration.

Library of the Musée de l’Elysée  © Reto Duriet 
Guided tour, Musée de l’Elysée © Reto Duriet
Children, Musée de l'Elysee © Reto Duriet
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The Studio, a new discovery space
 

On January 29, the Musée de l’Elysée opens is new discovery 
space: “The Studio”. Dedicated to young visitors and their families, it 
aims to cultivate curiosity, encourage artistic expression and provide 
keys to understanding images. This new space is the expression 
of the museum’s new cultural mediation policy, offering interactive 
experiences and enabling young visitors to enjoy a unique 
experience at the museum. “The Studio” combines games and 
experimentation through photography exhibitions and workshops.

Located on the top floor of the museum, “The Studio” adjoins the 
exhibition spaces, establishing a dialogue with them. Echoing the 
photography books presented in Photobooks.Elysée, “The Studio” 
presents an exhibition and activities specially designed for young 
visitors.

Photography books allow considerable creativity. Some artists 
link texts with images, while others prefer to present their work 
without text, playing on associations between images. “1, 2, 3, 4, 5… 
counting with images”, the image association game, “Once Upon 
a Time There Was… Little Red Riding Hood” and “Zoom on a Swiss 
story book adventure”, all these activities offer young visitors the 
chance to discover photography in books and immerse themselves 
in the images of the museum’s collections.

In this space designed by architect Jean-Gilles Décosterd, 
conviviality and convenience are allied with adjustable, 
contemporary furniture. It includes a relaxation area where 
publications and games related to images are made available to 
visitors. 

In order to better meet the needs of young people and school 
groups, the Musée de l’Elysée has established a creative 
space for image workshops. The discovery space encourages 
experimentation with images, by presenting the creative process of 
young photographers, by offering a new approach to the masters of 
photography and by comparing photography with other art forms. 

 

“The Studio”, a discovery space dedicated to young 
visitors and families, is inaugurated thanks to the 
support of the Fondation BCV and the 
Loterie Romande. 

Workshop in the Studio © Cecilia Suarez
View of the exhibition Photobooks.Enfants presented in the Studio © Cecilia Suarez
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The museum worldwide 

Philippe Halsman, Astonish Me!
From October 20, 2015 to January 24, 2016, Jeu de Paume, Paris 

The Musée de l’Elysée has presented the first study dedicated 
to the entire body of work of the American photographer, with 
a selection of over 300 pieces. This project, produced in 
collaboration with the Philippe Halsman Archive, includes many 
exclusive unseen elements of the photographer’s work (contact 
sheets, annotated contact prints, preliminary proofs, original 
photomontages and mock-ups). The exhibition shows Philippe 
Halsman’s creative process and reveals a unique approach to 
photography: a means of expression to explore. Presented at the 
Musée de l’Elysée in 2014, the exhibiton will be on view at the Jeu 
de Paume in Paris, from October 20, 2015 to January 24, 2016.

War From the Victims’ Perspective, Photographs by Jean 
Mohr 

The Musée de l’Elysée and the Swiss Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
produced in 2014 an important exhibition of photographs from the 
Jean Mohr Collection held by the museum. A committed defender 
of human rights, Jean Mohr is one of the best representatives 
of humanist photography. Particularly timely on this, the 150th 
anniversary of the ICRC and of the First Geneva Convention, the 
issue of victims of armed conflicts is crucial in the international 
debate. Swiss photographer Jean Mohr (1925) appears today to be 
one of those best placed to address this subject. His images are 
known not only for their graphic qualities but also for their great 
sensitivity, respecting the victims’ dignity.

The exhibition is presented in several cultural centers and 
museums around the world. More information on www.elysee.ch

reGeneration2 – Tomorrow photographers Today
Until February 22, 2015, Landskrona Museum, Landskrona

The first edition of the project reGeneration exposed the work 
of young photographers who may well emerge as some of the 
finest artists of their generation. Following on from the success of 
this exhibition shown in ten different cities across North America, 
Europe and Asia, this second edition turns the spotlight on up-and-
coming talents from 30 countries. The exhibition reGeneration2 
continues its world tour with a first venue in Scandinavia at the 
Landskrona Museum in Sweden.

Luc Chessex, CCCC (Castro, Coca, Che, Cherchez la 
femme[search for the woman]) 
From April to June 2015, Fondation A Stichting, Bruxelles

Luc Chessex lived in Cuba from 1961 to 1975. As a member of the 
Prensa Latina agency and photo editor for the magazine Cuba 
internacional, he was an involved witness of the revolution.The 
Musée de l’Elysée is presenting four series of photographs from 
that time: Castro, Coca, Che and Cherchez la Femme [Search for 
the Woman]. After Lausanne, in 2014, CCCC is now presented at 
the Fondation A Stichting, Bruxelles, coproducer of the exhibition.

Philippe Halsman, Marilyn Monroe, 1959. Musée de l’Elysée © 2013 Philippe Halsman Archive/Magnum Photos 
Robin Friend, Untitled (shipwreck). From the series « Belly of the Whale », 2008

http://www.elysee.ch
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The following images are available for the press
The reproduction of the images below is authorized within the sole
framework of the promotion of the exhibition and during its duration.
The images must not be reframed and the complete caption must 
be used. Only two images by exhibitions and by media are allowed.

William Eggleston, From Los Alamos, Folio 1 [Supermarket boy with carts], Memphis, 1965 
© William Eggleston, Courtesy Wilson Centre for Photography

Press contact :
Julie Maillard
+41 21 316 99 27
julie.maillard@vd.ch

William Eggleston, Untitled, c. 1960-1965 © William Eggleston, Courtesy Eggleston Artistic Trust

William Eggleston, From Los Alamos, folio 5 [Jukebox on dusty green wall], Memphis, c. 1971-
1974 © William Eggleston, Courtesy Wilson Centre for Photography

William Eggleston, Untitled, 1960-1965 © William Eggleston, Courtesy Eggleston Artistic Trust

William Eggleston, Untitled, c. 1960-1965 © William Eggleston, Courtesy Eggleston Artistic Trust William Eggleston, Untitled [Blue ceiling], 1970-1973 © William Eggleston, 
Courtesy Eggleston Artistic Trust
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The following images are available for the press
The reproduction of the images below is authorized within the sole
framework of the promotion of the exhibition and during its duration.
The images must not be reframed and the complete caption must 
be used. Only two images by exhibitions and by media are allowed.

Presse contact :
Julie Maillard
+41 21 316 99 27
julie.maillard@vd.ch

Library, Musée de l’Elysée © Reto Duriet Books from the collection Schifferli © Yannick Luthy & Cloé Giotto

Cover and doubles pages, Tokyo Lucky Hole, ArakiChristoph Schifferli, library Musée de l’Elysée © Reto Duriet
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The following images are available for the press
The reproduction of the images below is authorized within the sole
framework of the promotion of the exhibition and during its duration.
The images must not be reframed and the complete caption must 
be used. Only two images by exhibitions and by media are allowed.

From the series “Provisional Arrangment” © Martin Kollar

Press contact :
Julie Maillard
+41 21 316 99 27
julie.maillard@vd.ch

Nigeria -2013, GPS: 3° 29’ 50.25» N 5° 18’ 11.86» E, Delta du Niger, Ogoniland: « out of limit ». 
From the series “Datazone” © Philippe Chancel

From the series “Jashari” © Anoush Abrar NICE SYSTEMS, RA’ANANA, ISRAEL, 2014. From the series “State Business Chapter Three” © 
Mari Bastashevski

From the series “Métamorphoses” © Agnès Geoffray
From the series “Hope” © Kourtney Roy

Moon dust stockpile, New Forest, England. From the series “Cheating the Moon” © Annabel 
Elgar 

From the series “The Pistol of Monika Ertl” © Marco Poloni
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Coming soon at the museum

reGeneration3

From May 29 to August 23, 2015

The Musée de l’Elysée presents the third edition of reGeneration, 
an international exhibition and publication project dedicated to 
emerging photographers, started in 2005. Out of the 300
applications received, 50 artists proposed by some forty 
international arts academies have been selected. The works 
chosen, from purely documentary approaches to performance and
explorations of the medium’s narrative or abstract qualities, 
illustrate the diversity of subjects and interests being explored 
by emerging photographers. The selection includes traditional 
prints, artists’ books, multimedia projects, videos and installations, 
testifying to the diversity and richness of today’s photographic 
practices.

Nuit des images, 5th edition
Saturday June 27, 2015

The 5th  edition of the Nuit des images will be an opportunity for
the museum to celebrate its 30th anniversary with the public. 
For this anniversary edition, the Nuit des images is inviting 
both emerging and recognized artists to explore the world of 
the museum, its history, its collections, its seminal projects, its 
publications. A multidisciplinary field of discovery, the 5th edition of 
the Nuit des images will present over forty unique productions, wil 
announce the winner of the Prix Elysée launched in 2014,  and will 
offer original entertainment for adults and children and as well as 
surprises to celebrate this 30th anniversary.

The Iconographic Collection 
From September 18, 2015 to January 3, 2016

The iconographic collection lay at the very heart of the Musée 
de l’Elysée’s foundation as a “museum of images” in 1985. In 
1896, Paul-Louis Vionnet founded a historiographical museum 
dedicated to the history and culture of Vaud. Vionnet was one 
of the first photography enthusiasts of the canton of Vaud and 
became something of a trail-blazer by including photography in 
a historiographical archive. This collection’s evolution, since its 
incorporation first into the canton collections and later into the 
BCUL in 1945, reveals its significance and uses over a period of 
more than a century. Thanks to numerous local donations and 
purchases, today this set includes several hundred thousand 
objects—mainly graphic and photographic documents—of 
international significance. The collection reflects the history of 
local amateur and professional photography, and more specifically 
presents the fruits of the first campaign to build photographic 
inventories of local heritage.

Jennifer Thoreson, Soulmates, from the serie Testament © Jennifer B. Thoreson
Nuit des images 2014 © Gregory Collavini 
The historiographical museum, ca. 1900 , Paul-Louis Vionnet ( 1830-1914 ) © Musée de l’Elysée
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Practical information

Exhibitions
William Eggleston, From Black and White to Color
Photobooks.Elysée
Prix Elysée, the Nominees’ Exhibition
From January 30 to May 3, 2015 

Press Conference
Thursday January 29, 2015, 10am

Opening Reception
Thursday January 29, 2015, 6m

Press contact
Julie Maillard 
+41 (0)21 316 99 27
julie.maillard@vd.ch

Address
18, avenue de l’Elysée
CH - 1014 Lausanne
T + 41 21 316 99 11
F + 41 21 316 99 12
www.elysee.ch

Twitter @ElyseeMusee
Facebook facebook.com/elysee.lausanne

Opening hours
Tuesday - Sunday, 11am - 6pm
Closed on Mondays, except for bank holidays
Open on Lundi du Jeûne

Hashtags
#ElyseeMusee30 / #WilliamEggleston 
#Photobooks / #PrixElysee 
#Nuitdesimages / #Collectionicono

Musée de l’Elysée © Reto Duriet
Café Elise © Reto Duriet


