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Above
Behind the Curtain - the Aesthetics of the Photobooth exhibition poster
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L’Esthétique Photomaton, 
des surréalistes à Cindy Sherman 
en passant par Andy Warhol
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Andy Warhol, Frances Lewis, 1966, acrylic and silkscreen on linen, 12 panels, 162.5 x 167.6 cm © Collection The Sydney and Frances Lewis Foundation / 2011, 
The Andy Warhol Foundation for the Visual Arts, Inc. / Artists Rights Society ( ARS ), New York
Anne Deleporte, I.D. Stack # 6, 1992, stack of photobooth portraits, gelatin silver and chromogenic prints, 6 x 5 x 3 cm © Anne Deleporte

Behind the Curtain
The Aesthetics of the Photobooth 
From the Surrealists to Andy Warhol 
and Cindy Sherman

Exhibition from 17 February to 20 May 2012

When the first photobooths were set up in Paris in 1928,
the Surrealists used them heavily and compulsively. In a few
minutes, and for a small price, the machine offered them, through
a portrait, an experience similar to automatic writing. Since then,
generations of artists have been fascinated by the concept 
of the photobooth. From Andy Warhol to Arnulf Rainer, Thomas Ruff, 
Cindy Sherman and Gillian Wearing, many used it to play with their 
identity, tell stories, or simply create worlds.

Behind the Curtain - the Aesthetics of the Photobooth, 
an exhibition created by the Musée de l’Elysée, is the first 
to focus on the aesthetics of the photobooth. It is divided into six 
major themes: the booth, the automated process, the strip, who am 
I ?, who are you ?, who are we ?. Provider of standardized legal 
portraits, it is the ideal tool for introspection and reflection on 
others, whether individually or in groups. By bringing together over 
600 pieces made on different media ( photographs, paintings, 
lithographs and videos ) from sixty international artists, 
the exhibition reveals the influence of the photobooth within the 
artistic community, from its inception to the present day.

Curators
Clément Chéroux and Sam Stourdzé
With the collaboration of Anne Lacoste

Press conference
Wednesday 15 February 2012, 10am

Opening
Thursday 16 February 2012, 10am

Several artists will be present for the opening, including 
Sabine Delafon, Michael Fent, Jan Wenzel, Naomi Leibowitz 
and Franco Vaccari.

Three book signings will take place at the museum’s bookstore  
on opening night between 7pm and 8pm. Näkki Goranin, Alain 
Baczynsky and Jan Wenzel will respectively sign American 
Photobooth published in 2008 in the United-States, Regardez, il va 
peut-être se passer quelque chose... published in February 
2012 in France, and Fotofix, published in 2005 by Editions Braus.

The exhibition has been organised with the support of PKB Privat-
bank and Loterie Romande.



4/12Behind the curtain Press Kit

Thematic Tour 
The exhibition questions the aesthetics of the photobooth 
through six major themes. 

The Booth
An isolated space, closed in as if it were some sort of modern 
confessional, the photobooth is an invitation to the most intimate 
revelations. Generally located in public spaces - subway station, 
department store or train station - it also offers an extraordinary 
observation point onto the urban hustle and bustle. It is a world 
in between the intimate and the public, the inside and the outside, 
the debarred and the open.

With works by Lee Friedlander, Näkki Goranin, 
Svetlana Khachaturova, Naomi Leibowitz, Leon Levinstein, 
Steven Pippin, Timm Rautert, Bruno Richard, Gerhard Richter, 
Dimitri Soulas and Jan Wenzel.

Automatism
From the Surrealists to the most contemporary artists,  
all have been fascinated by the automatism of the photobooth. 
The machine does the work. The author vanishes behind the 
almighty technology. Malfunction can occur at times. The result 
is a form of poetry of the automatism made visible in its faults, 
failures or blunders.

With works by Richard Avedon, Daniel Minnick, Arnulf Rainer, 
Franco Vaccari and Andy Warhol; with works by Surrealist artists : 
Louis Aragon, Marie - Berthe Aurenche, Jacques - André Boiffard, 
André Breton, Paul Eluard, Max Ernst, Suzanne Muzard, 
Jacques Prévert, Raymond Queneau, Yves Tanguy; 
and Fluxus group : Eric Andersen, Joseph Beuys, Bazon Brock, 
Stanley Brouwn, Henning Christiansen, Robert Filliou, 
Ludwig Gosewitz, Arthur Koepcke, Tomas Schmit, Ben Vautier,  
Wolf Vostell and Emmett Williams.

The Strip
As a series of juxtaposed images, the strip recreates spatial 
or temporal continuities. It reconstructs improbable spaces: 
a closer look shows that, in fact, the adjacent image is the following 
image. Through this succession of images, the photobooth holds, 
as if folded into it, the principle of the cinema. Putting images side 
by side is already telling a story.

With works by Jean - Michel Alberola, Jared Bark, Marc Bellini, 
Jeff Grostern, Raynal Pellicer, Michel Salsmann, Roland Topor
and Jan Wenzel.

Yves Tanguy, Selfportrait in a Photobooth, ca. 1929, gelatin silver print, 20.5 x 3.8 cm © Collection Musée de l’Elysée, Lausanne / 2011, ProLitteris, Zurich 
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Who am I ?
Identity is embodied within the space of the photobooth. It is a 
space for self-staging, where social, ethnic, sexual, community 
or any other identity can be strengthened or undone. One can  
pretend to ascertain one’s naked identity through the mirror of  
the photobooth, or on the contrary, by pulling faces or in disguise,  
to establish metamorphoses of the self. The photobooth is the ideal 
introspective tool.

With works by Alain Baczynsky, Hansjürg Buchmeier, 
Anita Cruz - Eberhard, Sabine Delafon, Susan Hiller, Jürgen Klauke, 
Annette Messager, Tomoko Sawada, Cindy Sherman, 
Gillian Wearing and David Wojnarowicz.

Who are you ?
The photobooth is not only a place suitable for self - reflection,  
it is also a place in which the other can be questioned, in particular 
through the legal identification system that delivers what is 
commonly referred to as ‘ ID. ‘ In devoting oneself to the compulsive 
and bulimic collecting of photobooth strips, one can also get lost 
in the faces of others.

With works by Anne Deleporte, Michael Fent, Michel Folco, 
Valentine Fournier, Dick Jewell, Mathieu Pernot, Thomas Ruff
and Joachim Schmid.

Who are we ?
While it allows us to reflect upon our own identity, or other people’s, 
the photobooth is also an opportunity to ponder about the nature 
of the couple, or the group. Inside the booth, some build their 
image through the mirror of the other, or of others; they pose 
in pairs or more, thus asserting their affiliation to a social entity.  
The photobooth reinforces our gregarious instinct; it embodies 
collective identity.

With works by Jacques - Henri Lartigue, Willy Michel,  
Lorna Simpson, Amanda Tetrault and the collection of albums 
of purikuras.

Mathieu Pernot, Jonathan, Mickael, Priscilla, cabine du photomaton [ Jonathan, Mickael, Priscilla, Photobooth ], 1996, three gelatin silver prints, 180 x 65 cm each
© Mathieu Pernot / collection Musée de l’Élysée, Lausanne
Cindy Sherman, Untitled, 1975, gelatin silver print, 30.5 x 20.4 cm © Courtesy of the Artist, Metro Pictures, collection Musée de l’Elysée, Lausanne
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Beyond the Exhibition

Catalogue
An important and richly illustrated catalogue will be published on the 
occasion of the exhibition Behind the Curtain – The Aesthetics of the 
Photobooth. Edited by Clément Chéroux and Sam Stourdzé, this 
compelling publication is as much intended for the general audience 
as for those versed in the history of photography. 
Articulated around the exhibition’s six major themes, the catalogue 
is punctuated with historical, critical and entertaining essays by
Ilsen About, Clément Chéroux, Martin Crawl, Anne Lacoste, 
Nora Mathys, Kim Timby, Brian Meacham, Giuliano Sergio 
and Sam Stourdzé.

21 x 26.5 cm, hardcover, 350 pages
250 Color and B&W reproductions 
Editions Photosynthèses, Collection Beaux Livres
ISBN 978-2363980021, Price CHF 79.00

Outreach
The aim of the exhibition is to reveal the world of the photobooth 
and its numerous influences to a large audience. Thus, several 
activities are planned during the exhibition: 
- Conferences: on a photomontage by André Breton and 
René Magritte on March 11, and on Andy Warhol and Photography on 
March 25; 
- Guided tours on the following Sundays: February 26, March 18, April 1,  
May 6 and 20;
- Children workshops: Jeux d’image, on April 10, 11, 12; Image de soi,  
image de l’autre, on April 17, 18, 19. 

Touring
The exhibition Behind the Curtain - The Aesthetics of the Photobooth 
is a European collaboration. After Lausanne, the exhibition will be on 
display at the Botanique in Brussels (June 28 - August 26, 2012) and 
at the Vienna Kunsthaus (October 11, 2012 - January 13, 2013).

Acquisitions 
This exhibition has given the Musée de l’Elysée the opportunity 
to enhance its collections. In 2011, the museum has thus been able 
to acquire a self-portrait photobooth strip by Yves Tanguy, 
one of Cindy Sherman’s very early pieces, the series MS 65 - 94 
by Michel Salsmann and three works by Mathieu Pernot. 
One litograph by Jean - Michel Alberola and the very first book  
dedicated to anonymous photobooth portraits, by Dick Jewell,  
were also added to the museum’s collections.

And… A genuine photobooth at the Musée de l’Elysée!
A 1960s photobooth will be installed in the Café Elise for the duration 
of the exhibition. Visitors will have the opportunity to retrieve their 
portraits for CHF 4.00 : a genuine B&W silver print with 4 images. This 
booth is graciously made available by 312photobooth, from Chicago. 
A second photobooth will be available at Théâtre de Vidy, for a real 
experience to be shared with family or friends!

Cover of the catalogue Derrière le rideau - L’Esthétique Photomaton, Editions Photosynthèses
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Forthcoming events at Musée de l’Elysée

Pieter Hugo
This Must Be The Place, Selected Works 2002 - 2011
June 8 - September 2, 2012

This will be South-African photographer Pieter Hugo’s first major 
monographic show ( Born 1976 ). In addition to a large number 
of unreleased works, the exhibition will also feature very well known 
series such as The Hyena & Other Men, the strange Nollywood, 
and the stunning Permanent Error. As always, his remarkable  
portraits tell the story of people on the margins of society in  
Sub-Saharan Africa. 
Pieter Hugo’s work, revealed in 2005 by the Musée de l’Elysée in 
the project reGeneration, was added to the Museum’s collections 
in 2006 with the acquisition of the series Albinos. Prestel Editions 
will publish a catalogue of 224 pages on the occasion of this 
exhibition, which was originally conceived by Fotomuseum Den 
Haag.

Commissaires  
Wim van Sinderen, Fotomuseum Den Haag 
and Daniel Girardin, Musée de l’Elysée

Press Conference 
Thursday 7 June 2012, 10am
 
Opening 
Friday 8 June 2012, 6pm  

The Nuit des Images
Friday 22 June 2012, 6pm in the gardens of the Musée de l’Elysée

After the first edition’s huge success ( nearly 8,000 people 
attended the event in 2011 ), the Nuit des Images will once more 
welcome all photography lovers. Again, large screens will be spread 
all around the Museum’s vast gardens, creating open-air theaters 
and a delightful opportunity for a festive night stroll with friends and 
family. The 2012 edition will of course include contemporary 
creation, music and original discoveries.

Pieter Hugo, Obechukwu Nwoye, Enugu. From the series Nollywood, 2008 - 2009 © Courtesy of Stevenson Gallery, Kaapstad / Yossi Milo, New York
The Nuit des Images 2011, Musée de l’Elysée, Lausanne
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Travelling Exhibitions

The valorization of the collections owned or held by the Museum 
provides a rich program for travelling exhibitions. The Palais 
Lumière in Evian will welcome the first comprehensive show 
of the Chaplin Photographic Archives. Chronicles of Modern Life, 
an exhibition conceived around the Hans Steiner Collection, 
continues its national tour; after Lausanne, Winterthour and 
Martigny, it will stop at Museo Civico Villa dei Cedri in Bellinzone. 
The Ella Maillart Collection is bound eastward, for an oriental 
stopover at the Bishkek Museum of Fine Arts in Kirghizstan. 
Catherine Leutenegger – Hors Champ will be on display 
in Nancy as part of the International Biennial of the Image 
while Controverses will continue its extensive European tour 
to be presented at the Trapholt Museum in Kolding, Denmark 
(Catalogue available in English in February). 

Charlie Chaplin, images d’un mythe
Palais Lumière, Evian, France
Until 20 May, 2012

Kontroversielt! Fotografi i etiske og retslige dilemmaer
Trapholt, Kolding, Denmark
Until 12 August, 2012

Hans Steiner – Cronaca della vita moderna
Museo Civico Villa dei Cedri, Bellinzone, Switzerland
From 10 March through 3 June, 2012

Ella Maillart – Kirghizstan
Museum of Fine Arts, Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan
From 14 April through 29 April, 2012

Catherine Leutenegger – Hors Champ
Biennale Internationale de l’Image, Nancy, France
From 21 April though 6 May, 2012

The Musée de l’Elysée thus proceeds with its intense activity 
both in Switzerland and abroad, with 16 exhibitions in 9 different 
countries over 4 continents: China, United-States, France, Italy, 
Luxembourg, Morocco, Mexico, Czech Republic, Switzerland. 
Over 180,000 visitors have had the opportunity to enjoy a rich 
and diversified program displayed in the most prestigious 
institutions in 13 different cities, including New York, Paris 
and Beijing. 

Catherine Leutenegger, Studio Christian Coigny, Lausanne, 2005 © Catherine Leutenegger / ECAL
Ella Maillart, Autoportrait dans la Madrasa d’Ulug Beg, Samarkand, Ouzbékistan, 1932
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The Musée de l’Elysée

History
The Musée de l’Elysée located in Lausanne, Switzerland, is one 
of the first museums in Europe devoted to photography. Since its 
creation in 1985, the museum has assembled a collection of more 
than 100,000 photographs which covers the history of the medium, 
including a representative selection of works by artists such as 
Robert Capa, Gilles Caron, Raymond Depardon, Mario Giacomelli or 
Sebastião Salgado.  
Many photographic archives are deposited at the museum, 
including those of Charles Chaplin, Nicolas Bouvier, Ella Maillart, 
Jean Mohr and Lehnert & Landrock. The museum hosts several 
photographic exhibitions of international standing presenting 
the diversity of photographic practice and organizes exhibitions 
elsewhere in Switzerland and abroad.

Collections
The Collection of the Musée de l’Elysée comprises approximately 
44,000 original historical, modern and contemporary photographs. 
Over 60,000 original prints are additionally included in the 
iconographic Collection -an historical ensemble of photographs 
gathered since the middle of the 19th century and preserved at first 
by the  Lausanne library before being hosted by the Musée de 
l’Elysée.

Bookshop
Since June 2011, the architect Jean - Gilles Decosterd has 
conceived a new convivial space, opened onto a rearranged  
and spacious bookshop. With over 800 titles, it pleases  
photography lovers and professionals and is considered one  
of the most complete photography bookshop in Switzerland. 
Contact : librairie@elysee.ch

Elysée Card
The Elysée Card provides members with many advantages  
including the opportunity to access for free over twenty  
international institutions devoted to photography.  
Contact : carte@elysee.ch

ELSE by Elysée
The magazine ELSE—which name symbolizes both the 
unconventional perspective that it has on photography and the 
link with the Musée de l’ELySéE—apprehend photography in all its 
forms, both artistic and vernacular. ELSE is available in bookshops 
and by subscription. www.elsemag.ch

View of the Musée de l’Elysée @ Yves André
View of the library of the Musée de l’Elysée 
Cover of the second edition of ELSE

Emmanuelle Antille, Claude Baechtold, Stefan Burger, Luc Chessex, Jean-Luc Cramatte,
Nicolas Crispini, Leo Fabrizio, Matthieu Gafsou, Yann Gross, Christian Lutz,
Gianni Motti, Arnold Odermatt, Plonk&Replonk, Andri Pol, Nicolas Savary,
Christian Schwager, Martin Stollenwerk, Karlheinz Weinberger.

Musée de l’Elysée 18, avenue de l’Elysée 
CH - 1006 Lausanne

[CONTRE]CULTURE / CH

Une exposition du Musée de l’Elysée
Du 4 décembre 2011 au 29 janvier 2012

Photographie: Karlheinz Weinberger, Zurich, 1962
©P. Schedler, Warth (CH)

18, avenue de l’Elysée 
CH - 1006 Lausanne
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Gillian Wearing, Self Portrait at 17 Years Old , framed c - type print, 115.5 x 92 cm, 
2003. Collection of Contemporary Art Fundació ‘ La Caixa ‘, Barcelona 
© Gillian Wearing, courtesy Maureen Paley, London

Mathieu Pernot, Jonathan, Mickael, Priscilla, cabine du photomaton 
[ Jonathan, Mickael, Priscilla, Photobooth ], 1996, three gelatin silver prints, 
180 x 65 cm each © Mathieu Pernot / collection Musée de l’Élysée, Lausanne

The following images are available for the press.
The use of these images is limited to the promotion of the 
exhibition presented at the Musée de l’Elysée. They must not be 
altered in any way and must mention the whole caption as well as 
the copyright. To download the images please contact us.

Jan Wenzel, Vorhang [ Curtain ] from the series Instant History, 2009, montage 
of four photobooth prints, chromogenic prints, 41.7 x 31.7 cm © Jan Wenzel /
Kleinschmidt Fine Photographs

Andy Warhol, Frances Lewis, 1966, acrylic and silkscreen on linen, 12 panels, 
162.5 x 167.6 cm © Collection The Sydney and Frances Lewis Foundation / 2011, 
The Andy Warhol Foundation for the Visual Arts, Inc. / Artists Rights Society ( ARS ), 
New York

Cindy Sherman, Untitled, 1975, gelatin silver print, 30.5 x 20.4 cm 
© Courtesy of the Artist, Metro Pictures, collection Musée de l’Elysée, Lausanne

Yves Tanguy, Selfportrait in a Photobooth, ca. 1929, gelatin silver print, 
20.5 x 3.8 cm © Collection Musée de l’Elysée, Lausanne / 2011, ProLitteris, Zurich

Press contact

Julie Maillard
+41 ( 0 ) 21 316 99 27
julie.maillard@vd.ch
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Anne Deleporte, I.D. Stack # 6, 1992, stack of photobooth portraits, 
gelatin silver and chromogenic prints, 6 x 5 x 3 cm © Anne Deleporte

Franco Vaccari, Esposizione in tempo reale num. 4 : Lascia su queste pareti una 
traccia fotografica del tuo passaggio, [ Exhibition in real time: leave a photographic 
sign of your passage on these walls ] 1972, collage of photobooths mounted on  
cardboard, gelatin silver prints, 45.5 x 58.5 cm ( detail ) 
© Franco Vaccari, property of the Artist

Anonymous, Walter and I at the BIG SLIDE, ca. 1970, gelatin silver print, 
ca. 20.5 x 3.8 cm © Collection Näkki Goranin

Anonymous, collection of albums of purikuras, 1995 - 2010, collection of digital 
images printed on stickers mounted in booklets, various sizes from 9 x 12.8 cm 
to 11.9 x 14.5 cm © Kenji Hirasawa ( art collector )

The following images are available for the press.
The use of these images is limited to the promotion of the 
exhibition presented at the Musée de l’Elysée. They must not be 
altered in any way and must mention the whole caption as well as 
the copyright. To download the images please contact us.

Press contact

Julie Maillard
+41 ( 0 ) 21 316 99 27
julie.maillard@vd.ch
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Practical Information

Address of the Musée de l’Elysée
18, avenue de l’Elysée
CH - 1014 Lausanne
T + 41 21 316 99 11
F + 41 21 316 99 12
www.elysee.ch

Opening hours
Tuesday - Sunday, 11am - 6pm
Closed Monday, except for Bank holidays

Admission fee
Adults CHF 8.00
AVS CHF 6.00
Students / Apprentices / AC / AI CHF 4.00
Free entry for those under 16 
Free entry on the first Saturday of the month


